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The advantages of the method of typography employed in 
the composition of this volume, in which the *' justification ^* of 
lines is dispensed with, are undeniable. From the standpoint of 
aesthetics it is an improvement, because by it absolutely perfect 
spacing is secured. From the standpoint of ecoiyamy it is almost a 
revolution, since it saves, in the case of book work, from twenty to 
forty per cent, of the cost of type-setting, according to the grade of 
the work. If adopted in all printing-offices, it would effect a daily 
saving of the labor of about two hundred thousand men. 



THE OFFENCE 



On January 10, 189S, some three years after the secret trial and con- 
viction, by a council of war, o! Captain Alfred Dre^tua, then a ataCf 
officer of the French army, of havinjf sold French military Becrets to a 
foreign power, in consequence of which he was stripped of hia uniform in 
a degrading- public ceremony and sent for lite to Devil's Island, a 
French penal settlement situated off the ooast of French Guiana, where 
he Is now confined under guard, a second council of war convened in 
Paris for the trial of Major Marie Charles Ferdinand Walsln-Esterhazy, 
a French infantry officer temporarily relieved from active service on 
account of poor health, the ciiarge against him — preferred by Mathieu 
Dreyfus, brother of Captain Alfred Dreyfus— being that he was ttie re^l 
author of the bordereau, or itemized memorandum, supposed to have been 
written l>y Captain Dreyfus, and on the strength of which the latter was 
convicted. 

The trial was conducted publicly until the most important witness, 
Lieut«nant-Colonel Georges PicquarC, of the Fourth Algerian Sharp- 
shooters, was reached, when the council went into secret session, remain- 
ing behind closed doors until the evening of January 11, when the doors 
were thrown open and General de Luxer, the president of the council, 
announced a unanimous vot« in acquittal of the defendant. 

Two days later — January 13 — "L'Aurore," a daily paper published 
in Paris under the directorship of Ernest Vaughan and the editorship of 
Georges Clemenceaiv-and having as its geraiU, or legally responsible 
editor, J. A. Perrenx^ published the following letter from Emile Zola, 
man of letters, to Felix Faure, president of France: 

1 ACCUSE ! 



LETTER TO M. FELIX FAURE, PRESIDENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC. 

Monsieur le Presideni: 

Will yoa permit me, in my gratitude for the kindly 
welcome that you once extended to me, to have a care for 
the glory that belongs to you, and to aay to you that yonr 
star, 80 lucky hitherto, is threatened with the most shame- 
ful, the moat ineffaceable, of stains? , 

You have emerged from base calumniea safe and sound ; 
■^^'P/'flpe conquered hearts. Yon seem radiant in the 

Oa 1 J^" of that patriotic /^(e which the Russian aUianoe ' 
j^iH^n for France, and you are preparing to preside at the 
^wiru^ triumph of our Universal Exposition, wnieh will 
of the'' *^"^ great century of labor, truth, and liberty. But 
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